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1. Hat tori croup agd others! 


Moat of the former officers *£e Urine on a margin worrying about 
tomorrow's bread, Therefore, they do not hare the time to think about 
each thine* u the procedure of rearmament. Those who do hare such 
time who are watching the phnaoe to assume leadership when re- 
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uxaement is realised* belong, to what Is known as the Hattorl g ro up . 




the Bat tori Group Is centered around former Colonel HA1TQRI, who 


was the Chief of Planning Section. Imperial OHO, at the outbreak of 


the Pacific War, and the principal makers thereof are at present officially 
employed either by the Historical Record Section of the Demobilisation 
Bureau or by the Historical Section, OHQ, SCAP. Thay are assisting / 

1 * i 

the compilation of the war bistoryof MacArthur and at the same time, 
are acting ae General Willoughby's Intelligence Agent, end are continuing 

to be active even after the General's return to the States* 

/ 

We do not know for certain whether these people ere studying the 
rearmament problem with the understanding and the approval of the Occupation 
authorities. When the Police Reserve force was established, theae people 
tried to assume Important posts with the help of General Willoughby, end 
this became Instr u m ent al in their study of the rearmament problem. There- 
fore, my assumption is that the gro u p was more than sllgxtly Influenced 

by Oenoral Willoughby, 

c 

€a Ootoberl, 1951 > approximately 400 former army *nd navy officers 
of senior rank entered the Police Reserve force and it is becoming clear 
that these former officers will be the main body of the force, which wtll 
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eventually be re organised Into ground force divisions. This foot la maklig 
the members of the Hattorl Group rwj Impatient, as their hope of becoming 
the aaln power In Japan's rearmament has teen shattered* 

the ch&raoterlstlo of the personnel organisation of the Hattorl 
Group is the foot that It Is composed of former staff , of floors of the 


military planning field* 


In t& ^orm^^ the^tsff off^ 


of planning field were traditionally influential, and there was a etrfag 
tendency to look down on the staff officers of Intelligence, Transportation 
*nA rnssnml nnt ions • The Planning staff of floors were dogzaatlo and abstract 
In their way of thinking, and they also had the feeling of being the 
most Important people* Consequently • it took thee, on the whole, a long 
time to adjust themselves to the post-wax society* And those vhcytrere 
the last to adjust themselves belong to the Hattorl Group* It oak be 
easily understood from the ab ore-mentioned trends that somm of the 
nenbers of the Hattorl Group are highly conceited, professing that the 
rearmament can never be acoanpllshed without then, sod also that their 
Idea of rearmament! whloh we shall state later, is baaed on a narrow 
viewpoint* 

Moreover, If the Hattorl Group did begin to take definite steps ss 
the prfeaotor of rearmament, there Is a great possibility of then receiving 
strong opposition ftrcn the public opinion* One reason for this Is* that 
the two well known senbers* Mr* HISHIBHA and Mr* 1M0T0 were the former 
aide# to Premier To Jo, and the public will receive the imprest too that 
the rearmament will mean the return of To jo militarism* 
ie that they tried to assume important poets in the Police Eeserve Tores 
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when It was first established under the instruct ion of Oenerml Shepherd ( ?) 
of GHQ, The anti-Battori croup feeling ie rery strong la the Diet, 

i - ■ 

because of their above-stated shady and underhand movement, Recently, 

5) 

there ere members among the Sat tori Group, who hare tented such an 
ataosphsrs end here expressed that it will be extremely difficult for the* 
to get important posts when rearmament takes place, 
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2, The Rearmament problem studied at Nht&nabe Economic Research Institute I 

ie against the fiat tori Group, the rearcaaasnt problem le being studied 

, . 4 r - • 

on the elvilisn side by Vatanahe Boonoaic Research Institute (4th floor 

of the Tokyo Chamber of Commerce and Industry), The head of the Institute, 

Mr, Watanabe, ie well known for hit strong opposition stand which he took 

against the Rod labor offence, as the post-war President of Toho Company, 

In this Institute, research is being dons with Hr, War usd Matu (forcer 

Major General), Mr, Zenehiro EOS Him, (Former Chief of Moral Affairs Bureaw) 

and Mr, Shigera IT^ODGMX (former Tice Admiral) as the center figures, H 

is an aooepted fact among the forcer Army people that Mr, Him, who has 
’ * 
recently been released from Sugamo prison, le an extremely olear-olnded 

person, I do .not know much about the two former Adorlals, 

The big difference between this group and tha Hat tori Group, which 

does not lntlude former naval officers and consists only of former army 

offloers of senior rank. Is that this group is organised by-generals and 

admirals, Moreover, their attitude Is not secretive like the \ftorl 

Group, and adopt an attitude of listening to the opinion of people from 

i 

all fields. Therefore* there are aaxcr who aspect that a reliable plan 


will be produced by them. 
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of the Hat tori Droop 

the Cfchnce to toe the "Basic Idea* of Sagan's 
rearmament" drafted by the Hat tori Group, aa It Is Impelled secret* Bat 

.yZii 

an outline of it can he gathered from "Interview With Ex-Colonel H* 
jnbllthed In the October 21 iseue of ££$)£& Asabl (Weekly Asahl)* According "• 
to thla aagailne# Ex-Colonel H* considers the estimation of maritime -■ 
ailiiary strength to he most Important , and this he figures to he 
approximately 50 divisions* On the assumption that a three fo increase 
trill he made to obtain this 50 divisions, he strongly advocates maintaining 
a standing any of 17 divisions* 

An exhaustive study of the international situation, particularly that 
of the military situation In the Shr East Is lacking In the shore-stated 
plan* Heedless to sey, the study of the international situation plays an 
important part In deciding the scale* prodsdore and speed of Japan's 
rearmament* In the Bat tori Group, there is none who has specialised In 
Intelligence* Their analysis of the international situation is therefore 
Insufficient* According to what has been disclosed by one member of the 
group* it le aaid that the Bat tori Group Is judging the Soviet forces to 

i 

attack Japan in the event of World War III to be 15 to 20 divisions* Should 
this be so* it appears that thay are making an overestimated judgment* 

The members of the H&ttorl Grot® are stressing that rearasnent can only 
be accomplished through the hands of former officers* And* moreover* they 
apeekln a way aeif^only the Hat tori Group Is capable of managing It* They 
invariably cite the example of the rearmament of Germany and the forming of 
the Bed Amy immediately after World War I and emphasise the role of of floors 


The rearmament plan 
I have not yet bad 


iii mzMwat la th* o ase of Japan*e rear— neat, they are not giving 
mob confide atlon at to the existence and aailiUnot and guidance of 
the U. S, authorities baaed on the spirit of fee Security Beat between 
the United states and Japan, and are oontespLating to push forward re- 
armament on their inlttitiws* According to their Idea, the Ooeaander-itt» 

are trying to have former Oeneial Sadsatn SfilMOKQ&l assume this poet. 

Hr, SH1H0NUBA. Is also ortfrtndljy of the. "planning field" , and has held the 
poet of Minister of Var Imm edi a tely after the termination of the ear. 

The Hattorl Orctxp is emphasising that the miniama foroe neoessaxy 
■net be maintained err*® If the national budget should he deficient. On 
this point they hold the "n£to B of *the national defense first*, which is 
the same idea entertained hr former military authorities, They are therefore 
covertly criticising Premier Toahlda* who is sot rushing for rearmament. 

The aotlve elements of that g r o u p are even saying that Premier TOSHIBA 
should retire. 

The Hattorl Group's idea la Influencing political parties, for example, 
the argument of a ground foxes of 20 divisions by Mr, iSHHd of the Democrats 
and Hr. HAfOXUtt. of ' the Liberals is baaed on the opinion of Mr, BAI7GRX 
and his lot, # 

4, Eeeearoh undertaken hy Vataasba Economic Beeearoh Institute i 

ffetanabe Economic Research Institute, is as at^nmsmtionsd, at present 
engaged In foraii« a plan by widely inquiring the opinion of people of 
▼arlbtui Thi a^n^robled being given Mriou^ obhaids»ti6ha ^a'“ *" 

as follows* 
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(1) Whether the fundamental character of mr—w at vlll be a 

Batloaol Defense Tore* or a P_lice Pore# of the United Hat lone, 

o 

If It la to be a Felloe Toroe of the tfelted Xatlooa, then there wmy ariae 
the possibility of despatch in g forced orerseas, depending on the Inter- 
national situation. Sot only that* It may even eo develop that Japan will 
reapdMibility *or*the Korean^endManohorlan 
They are, therefore, siring serious study as to the foadaaentel oharmot er of 
rearmament prorlded that It rls to ha a Sat i anal Defense To roe, hat will 
reject it If it is to be a force for orerseas’ operation. 

(2) She possibility of an Invasion ty the Had Pores# , and If so, the 
judgment as to the anticipated strength of f orate andpl acs of invasion. 

(Their estimation of the invading forces is aaaller than that of the Hettorl 
Croup, and ana Judging that although an attack on Hokkaido can be considered* 
the possibility of an attack on Xyuahu *s snail) • 

(3) Che eoale of air raid on Japan and judgment as to the targets", 

thereof. (They are Judgii^ that the vicinities of the U* S. bases In Japan 
vlU receive damage, hut the possibility of lndUorlnlnated bombing of 
oltlee le email). Q 

(4) Problem pertainlrg to rearmament and Japan* ■ economy. 

(5) Hebeesary expenses for rea rmament * 

As aforementioned, the prlnolple ef *the national Defense first* 

Is strong In the idea of the Mattori Group. Moreover, they appear to hare 


no definite opinion aa to the expenses required for armament, as there la 
hone Who has ^od^aaowledge eObfidd^ —Toe t hi*r:problettT:hqpMrd&^ 

talned of the results of the future studies of Watanahe Boonomlc Eesearoh 
Institute* 
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M the P^Mcnt moment, figures which eppedr authoritative for espenee* 
needed for rearnaamt are those of the report presented to OBQ, by former 
Colonel HAK1HABA, formerly in charge of mterlala for munitions, XUIU 17 
Affaire Section, Ministry of War. This report la apparent Jy confidential* 
hut according to what has been disclosed from a certain scarce, the iwfcllne 


-Of^the^repo 

(1) Study to he based on the profile e that the ear expenditure will 
he hOO million dollars, (This figure hae been provided from eome source 


In OBQ, SOAP.) 

(2) The expense for estabi2«fctng one division (app r o xi mately 20,000} 
will he approximately 30 hillion yen, 

(3) . Annual maintenance expense per head will he 250,000 to 300,000; yon, 
# (4) Using half of the facilities of former arsenals and a part of 

that of private industry, a force, the scale of Which will he aircrews 
2400, warships 200,000 tone, ground force 10 divisions, will begin to he 
Jftiamfid from the beginning of 1952* 

The approximate date of completion will he 1958 for ground farcee, 

I960 for navy, 1962 for ifcfe force. Only three years will he required in 
the oase of organised ground forces only* 

As stated above, it le cd^dered that the figure of approximately 
30 billion yen will provide a rough estimation for the sost ef establishing 
one division of ground force, 

6, Bate of rearmament t 


'Tiarahtefrcf r.tl^floyerri^nV-^ „hM_clearly e t ated to 


t. 

the approximately 400 former officials who entered the Police Reserve Voice 
on October 1, 1951 that the sail foxes will he reorganised as a ground 
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foroe division in the future. It it said, 

t. 

mention the <Ut«, 


that tin did not 


The former officers are Judging from their own standpoint that the 
oompletlon of a ground foroe division will be around 1953. Their reasons! 

* (1) Two rears will have elapsed since the establishment of the 

Police Beeerve force by the autumn of 1952* at which data contracts will 
terminate. faking advantage of this opportunity* military personnels 
will probably be recruited. (The object of the majority of the present 
personnel in the Deserve force Is to obtain the rstlrsment allowance of 
60,000 yen.> 

(2) She term of the present Diet numbers will ekplre at the kglnnlng 
of 1953 and a general ©leotion will then-, take place. She political 
parties will probably not take up the problem of rearmament serious!^ 
prior to the election. r r . 

' She former officers are Judging from the Words of the aforementioned 
Chief of Government Section, GBQ, SOAP, that steps will first be taken to 
strengthen the Police Reserve force and then to reorganise* It as a ground 

force. There are also a conside rabl e number of former officers who stress 

■ ‘ / 

that It Is now about time to start gradually the training of pilots for 

J 

the establishment Of c the future Air force. ,■ 


3 Bovember 1951 


«L, 

V 


